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When a porcupine has been killed, they religiously gather
up its bristles, spit on them, and rub their eyebrows with
them, saying, u They have slain our brother, our master, one
of ourselves, him whom we sing." They would fear to die
if they ate of its flesh. Nevertheless they esteem it whole-
some for an infant of the clan to rub into his joints certain
portions of the paunch of the animal mixed with the sap
of some plants to which they ascribe an occult virtue.1 So
at the solemn ceremony which is observed by the Central
Australian tribes for the purpose of multiplying kangaroos,
men of the kangaroo totem not only eat a little kangaroo
flesh as a sacrament, but also have their bodies anointed
with kangaroo fat. Doubtless the intention alike of the
eating and of the anointing is to impart to the man the
qualities of his totem animal, and thus to enable him
to perform the ceremonies for the multiplication of the
breed.2

In ancient Mexico the priests of the god Tezcatlipoca, Magical
before they engaged in religious rites which tried the nerve, ^m^nt
used to  smear their bodies with a magic ointment, which Mexican
had  the effect of banishing all   fear, so  that they would pnests-
confront wild  beasts in their dens or slaughter people in
sacrifice with the utmost indifference.     The ointment which
had   this   marvellous   property   was   compounded   of   the
ashes of venomous   reptiles  and   insects,  such   as spiders,
scorpions, centipedes, and vipers, which were brayed up in a
mortar along with living specimens of the same creatures,
tobacco, soot, and   the  ashes  of  black caterpillars.      This
precious substance was then set before the god in little pots,
because they said it was his victuals ; therefore they called it
a divine food.    And when the priests had besmeared them-

1  T.    Arbousset    et    F.   Daumas,     Evolution of Kings^ i. 85 sqq.    An-
Voyage d1 Exploration au Ncrd-6st de     other Central Australian mode of com-

la Colonie du Cap de Bonne-Espcrance     municating qualities by external appli-

( Paris, 1842), pp. 349 sq.                         cation is seen in the custom of beating

2  Spencer and Gillen, Native Tribes    boys on the calves of their legs with
of Central Australia (London, 1899),     the leg-bone of an eagle-hawk ; strength
pp. 204 sq.    Men of other totem clans    is supposed to pass thereby from the
also partake of their totems sacrament-     bone into the boy's leg.     See Spencer
ally  at  these  Intickiuma * ceremonies     and Gillen, op. at.' p. 472; Report on
(Spencer and Gillen, op. cit. pp. 202-     tke Work of the Horn Scientific Ex-
206).     As   to   the    Intichiuma   cere-    peditlon to Central Australia^ Part iv.
monies,   see   The Magic Art and the     (London and Melbourne, 1896), p. 1 80.
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